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THE CORPUS PROJECT 

 Part of the BnF’s 4-year internal research 

programme 2016-2019 

 Objectives :  

 designing a future service for providing access to 

digital corpora for researchers 

 Providing researchers with data and tools to analyse 

them, in agreement with IPR and privacy legislation  

 3 years of experimentation (web archives, 

digitization, metadata) + 1 year for conclusions 

 

 See: http://c.bnf.fr/fom  

http://c.bnf.fr/fom
http://c.bnf.fr/fom


DIGITAL COLLECTIONS AT THE BNF 

Gallica + Gallica intra muros 

4.5 million digitized items 

http://gallica.bnf.fr  

Web archives 

793 To  

Metadata 

More than 20 million records 

http://data.bnf.fr  

http://gallica.bnf.fr/
http://data.bnf.fr/


EPISTEMOLOGICAL QUESTIONS: THE EXAMPLE 

OF THE COMMONPLACES PROJECT 

Clovis Gladstone, Glenn Roe, Robert 

Morrissey, and Mark Olsen, “Digging 

into ECCO: Identifying Commonplaces 

and other Forms of Text Reuse at 

Scale“, Digital Humanities 2016, 

Krakow, Poland, July 2016 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1K_imHrWUTG9_7zFNeGOwkahifzl-sHA4JoEMWSlmNvM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1K_imHrWUTG9_7zFNeGOwkahifzl-sHA4JoEMWSlmNvM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1K_imHrWUTG9_7zFNeGOwkahifzl-sHA4JoEMWSlmNvM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1K_imHrWUTG9_7zFNeGOwkahifzl-sHA4JoEMWSlmNvM/edit?usp=sharing


BEFORE CORPUS… (THE CORPUS AS A SOURCE) 

 The Europeana Newspapers project 

JP Moreux, “Approches innovantes 

pour la presse ancienne numérisée : 

fouille et visualisation de données” in 

Carnet de recherche à la bibliothèque 

nationale de France, 3 décembre 2016 

https://bnf.hypotheses.org/208 

https://bnf.hypotheses.org/208


BEFORE CORPUS… (THE CORPUS AS A SANDBOX) 

 ETIS : the ASAP project 

 

David Picard, Philippe-Henri 

Gosselin, Marie-Claude 

Gaspard. “Challenges in 

Content-Based Image 

Indexing of Cultural Heritage 

Collections.” IEEE Signal 

Processing Magazine, 

Institute of Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers, 2015, 

32 (4), pp.95 – 102 

 

Corpus from 

http://images.bnf.fr  

http://images.bnf.fr/


BEFORE CORPUS… (THE CORPUS AS AN INTERFACE) 

 Project « le devenir en ligne du patrimoine numérisé : l’exemple 

de la Grande Guerre » - Labex « les passés dans le présent » 

 

 

Valérie Baudouin, Zeynnep 

Pelhivan : Cartographie de 

la Grande Guerre sur le Web 

: Rapport final de la phase 2 

du projet "Le devenir en ligne 

du patrimoine numérisé : 

l'exemple de la Grande 

Guerre" 

https://hal.archives-

ouvertes.fr/hal-01425600  

https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01425600
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01425600
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01425600
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01425600
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01425600


THE CORPUS 

PROJECT, YEAR 1 

 Study of web archives,  

in partnership with  

Web90 (CNRS/ISCC) 

Video recordings: http://c.bnf.fr/fse 

Weblog: http://webcorpora.hypotheses.org/  

http://c.bnf.fr/fse
http://c.bnf.fr/fse
http://c.bnf.fr/fse
http://webcorpora.hypotheses.org/


THE CORPUS PROJECT, YEAR 1: RELATED 

PROJECTS 

 Bibli-Lab : analysis of logs from Gallica 

Etude réalisée par Adrien Nouvellet, Télécom Paristech 



A WIDE ARRAY OF DIFFERENT 

SITUATIONS… 

Good knowledge of 

collections, lack of 

technical skills 

Expert on tools, 

wants raw data 

researchers 

library 

Training and 

education 

Access interfaces, 

pre-processed data 

Raw Data 



BUILDING THE FUTURE 

IT 

infrastructure  

Legal 

aspects 

Human 

resources 

Skills and 

know-how 

Organisational 

aspeccts 

Physical 

space 

Digital scholarship Lab 

Online 

dissemination 



THANK YOU ! 
 

emmanuelle.bermes@bnf.fr 

        @figoblog 
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