
                                        

  
Imagine a world where every book on every shelf across the world had different usage 
terms and conditions - this is the reality of the digital world we now live in. 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 In 2012 libraries spent $24.2 billion on purchasing content. Much of this spend is on licensed digital content. (Outsell, 2013: 
http://www.outsellinc.com/store/products/1153)  
2 Libraries, particularly in the context of Gold Open Access publishing (a business model where the funder or author pays the publisher to 
publish an article in order for it to be distributed freely) support Creative Commons licences. 

  

http://libereurope.eu/
http://www.outsellinc.com/store/products/1153


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 Grey literature includes material produced by all levels of governments, institutions, businesses, individuals and societies which are not 
produced for commercial purposes. 
4 There are some publishers who don’t supply libraries with licences. How such content should be used is therefore unclear. 
5 Contracts that are negotiated usually have to be re-negotiated every 2-3 years - a continuous cycle. 
6 The European Software Directive and Database Directive also protects exceptions from contractual override. 
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