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Removing barriers to 
knowledge sharing 

EIFL-OA: open access



EIFL-OA
in action…

Build capacity to launch OA repositories & to 
ensure their long-term sustainability

Advocate nationally and internationally for the 
adoption of  OA policies and mandates 

Provide guidance, expertise & support material 
during implementation of OA projects (policies, 
journals, repositories, books, data, OERs)

Empower library professionals, scholars, 
educators and students to be OA advocates



EIFL-OA
in action… (2)

400 OA repositories & 2,500+ OA journals in EIFL 
partner countries (in the beginning of 2010 – 186 
OA repositories)

OA policies have been adopted by 24 institutions
in the EIFL network

43 awareness raising, advocacy and capacity 
building events and workshops in 2008-2011 in 
28 countries with participants from over 50 
countries

http://www.eifl.net/oa-policy�


Why OA? 

“Restrictive access policies drastically 
reduces readership of electronic 
research journal articles. OA  provides 
an environment within which literature 
and scholarly research articles are 
made freely accessible online without 
license restrictions and without 
charging users subscription or access 
fees…



Why OA? (2) 

“OA is a vital means of dissemination of 
information which is crucial for national 
development and in achieving MDGs, given 
the crucial role that information plays in 
achieving social, economic, cultural and 
political development.” 

Professor Frank Youngman, DVC, University of 
Botswana





The SOAP survey
11 EIFL partner countries: Bulgaria, China, Egypt, 

Nigeria, Poland, Russia, Serbia, Slovenia, South 
Africa, Thailand and Ukraine.

About 86% of researchers are convinced that OA 
publishing is beneficial to their research field directly 
improving the way scientific community work and 
providing the benefits outside the scientific 
community – public good benefits.

About 63% of researchers published OA articles.



The SOAP survey (2)

• Publicly funded 
research should 
be made available 
to be read and 
used without 
access barriers 
(n=3875)

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly disagree



The SOAP survey (3)

• OA articles are 
likely to be read 
and cited more 
often than those 
not OA (n=3882)

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree
Disagree

Strongly disagree



The SOAP survey (4)
• OA publishing is 

more cost-
effective than 
subscription-
based publishing 
and so will benefit 
public investment 
in research 
(n=3871) Strongly agree

Agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Disagree
Strongly disagree



OA repositories
Visibility, access, and preservation were the 

most important motivations cited by 
participating institutions to establish a 
repository. 

Other motivations included the need to evaluate 
researchers and departments, and as a 
response to requests from faculty. 

(A survey “Open Repository Development in Developing and Transition 

countries” conducted by EIFL and the University of Kansas Libraries) 



OA repositories (2)
Increase impact and usage of institute's 

research, providing new contacts and 
research partnerships for authors. 

Provide usage statistics showing global interest 
and value of institutional research.

FOSS to set up, free technical support. Low 
installation and maintenance costs, quick to 
set up and gain benefits. Institutions can 
mandate OA, speeding development. 



Aims to 
enhance greater 
visibility and 
application of 
research 
outputs through 
global networks 
of OA digital 
repositories  

http://coar-repositories.org/ 



Why Open Access? (3)
“Access to relevant and timely information is 

critical to support the University’s mission of 
teaching, learning, research and the 
managerial functions of the University. Access 
to information is also an essential condition 
for the economic and social development of 
the country. Open access will enhance access 
to local content and this goal can only be 
achieved through collaborative efforts.” 
Professor Kamau Ngamau, Dean Faculty of Agriculture, JKUAT 



Why Open Access? (4)
“One of the key pillars of the University of 

Botswana new strategic plan “Strategy for 
excellence” is “Research Intensification”. OA 
will help the University of Botswana, 
Government, and research institutions to 
achieve this pillar by ensuring online 
accessibility to public funded research output 
that can be freely shared by everyone, enhance 
research quality, and improve visibility of the 
institution and the nation globally. ” Prof. Frank 

Youngman, DVC, University of Botswana



OA policies
Open access policies (mandates) ensure 

that research funded by institutions is 
made freely available. 

Since WSIS 2010 such policies have 
been adopted by the Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University, Strathmore 
University in Kenya, Covenant 
University in Nigeria, University of 
Pretoria, University of Johannesburg…

http://www.lib.polyu.edu.hk/collections/ir�
http://www.lib.polyu.edu.hk/collections/ir�
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http://www.eprints.org/openaccess/policysignup/fullinfo.php?inst=University%20of%20Pretoria�
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SciELO South Africa

17 Open Access Journals
The Academy of Science of South Africa

(ASSAf) implemented recommendations 
from the Report on a Strategic Approach 
to Research Publishing in South Africa
supporting the SciELO South Africa 
platform funded by the Department of 
Science and Technology of South Africa. 

http://www.assaf.org.za/�
http://www.assaf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/reports/evidence_based/recommendations.pdf�
http://www.assaf.co.za/wp-content/uploads/reports/evidence_based/recommendations.pdf�
http://www.scielo.org.za/�
http://www.scielo.org.za/�
http://www.dst.gov.za/�
http://www.dst.gov.za/�


Is OA on the agenda at 
the African Union?

Is the issue of Open Access to information through 
libraries part of business for the African Union 
(AU) when it comes to assessing countries’ 
performance under the African Peer Review 
Mechanisms (APRM)?

See a paper by Matseliso M. (Tseli) Moshoeshoe-Chadzingwa, National 

University of Lesotho, EIFL country coordinator in Lesotho and EIFL 

Advisory Board member, in the paper presented at the 76th IFLA 

Conference, 10-15 August 2010, Gothenburg, Sweden.

http://www.ifla.org/files/hq/papers/ifla76/146-chadzingwa-en.pdf�
http://www.ifla.org/en/ifla76�
http://www.ifla.org/en/ifla76�




OA in the European 
Union

The EC wants to ensure that the results of the 
research it funds are disseminated as widely 
and effectively as possible to guarantee 
maximum exploitation and impact in the world of 
researchers and beyond. 

OA to research articles helps to increase the 
impact of the EU's investment in research and 
development and to avoid wasting time and 
valuable resources on duplicative research.



OA in the European 
Union (2)

With access to a wider selection of literature, 
researchers can build upon this knowledge to 
further their own work.  

Small and medium sized businesses and 
entrepreneurs can also benefit from improved 
access to the latest research developments to 
speed up commercialisation and innovation.





National OA policies

Poland: the Chancellery of the Prime 
Minister and the Ministry of Science and 
Higher Education are working on a 
legislation to make the results of publicly 
funded research open access: 

– deposited in open access repositories 
and/or published in open access 
journals



National OA policies (2)
Slovenia: The Ministry of Higher Education, 

Science and Technology presented the 
Research Infrastructure Development Plan 
2011-2020. 

– Chapter 3.4.7 of the Plan anticipates the 
establishment of a national open data 
and open publication infrastructure and 
mandatory deposition of publicly funded 
data and publications

http://www.mvzt.gov.si/fileadmin/mvzt.gov.si/pageuploads/pdf/znanost/nacrt-RI.pdf�
http://www.mvzt.gov.si/fileadmin/mvzt.gov.si/pageuploads/pdf/znanost/nacrt-RI.pdf�


UNESCO-ASSAf-EIFL 
workshop

UNESCO, the Academy of Science of South Africa 
(ASSAf) and EIFL organized a workshop on the 
benefits of open access for research 
dissemination, usage, visibility and impact (in 
Pretoria on 22 and 23 November 2010). 

Representatives from ten African Universities, 
Councils for Sciences and Technology, 
Academies of Science attended the workshop.



UNESCO-ASSAf-EIFL 
workshop (2)

Recommendations: 
Capacity building: OA publishing and OA 

repositories, copyright management
Advocacy campaigns for regulatory policy 

frameworks – Require open access to 
publicly funded research – explore 
possibilities of OA mandates



UNESCO-ASSAf-EIFL 
workshop (3)

Strategy:

Launch OA repositories

Publish in OA journals

Explore business case for open scholarship 
environment 

Consider a patent policy that does not hinder the 
process of open innovations



Role of the libraries: 
Advocacy
EIFL provided financial support to five 

projects in Africa (Botswana, Ghana, 
Malawi, Sudan and Zimbabwe) and six 
projects in Eastern Europe (Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovenia and 
Ukraine): national and institutional open 
access advocacy campaigns to reach 
out to research communities



Thank you
Questions?

Iryna Kuchma
EIFL Open Access Programme Manager 
iryna.kuchma@eifl.net
www.eifl.net

The presentation is licensed with Creative Commons 
Attribution 3.0 License
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